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The Rich (Still) Get Richer...

Understanding Ideology, Outrage and Economic Bias

Jeffrey Reiman
American University

Editor's Note: The ASC meetings in November
marked the 50" anniversary of that organization.
They also marked the 20™ anniversary of the publi-
cation of Jeffrey Reiman’s book, The Rich Get Richer
& the Poor Get Prison, now in its 5" edition from
Allyn & Bacon. A panel at the conference featured
a series of papers to mark two decades of this book
being in print. The following are the substantive
prepared remarks given by Jeffrey Reiman at this
panel.

| am extremely honored to be here. | am, in addito be-
ing honored to be here, surprised. Surprised tithahty years
have passed since the original publication Téfe Rich Get
Richer, surprised that the book seems still to be a Erpueixt,
and surprised at how little has changed with respethe eco-
nomic bias in criminal justice that the book triesdocument.
(Of course, | thank all of you for forcing your dents to buyrhe

Rich Get Richeyear after year, thereby making me richer and —

per my hypothesis — helping me stay out of prison.)

Not that | thought the publication dthe Rich Get Richer
would bring about massive social change (thoughmother still
wonders why the President hasn't offered me a eaddavel job
to fix the criminal justice system). Rather it aczto me that my
book was originally published at a time when manmitess were
bringing social science research to bear on theauor bias in
the criminal justice system. Indeed, not many ydmfre, the
Johnson crime commission report, “The Challeng€rifne in a
Free Society,” had emphasized the way in which dhiminal
justice system systematically focused on the poor gowerless
in our society, writing, in language that now seaimsost quaint:
“The offender at the end of the road in prisonikely to be a
member of the lowest social and economic groupthéncoun-
try.” But for all this attention and documentatjolittle has
changed--on some accounts things have gotten worse.

Of course, the mechanisms of economic bias havegeth
Now we have sentencing guidelines the effect ofctvtis that
judges no longer have the discretion with whiclfateor well-off

folks — instead that is now left to prosecutors sénaliscretion-
ary decisions about charging are far harder to tagrihappening
as they do, not in open court, but behind closeatsio And this
is not to mention the bias that is built into tltencing guide-
lines themselves (and the extremely harsh minimentences
that often accompany them), such as the famoubgapeen the
penalty for crack cocaine and that for powder. elilse, as po-
lice have hopefully become less and less racishéir personal
outlooks, the war on drugs has led to massive pgiiesence in
the poorest sections of our cities, with the irehli¢ effect that
poor drug sellers continue to be arrested and sop&d in great
numbers, while it is obvious that the drug tradaches far be-
yond the inner city.

Economic bias is still with us. What has chanigetthat the
attention and concern that was once focused onoagicrbias as
a serious problem that threatened to undermindetfismacy of
the criminal justice system has steadily diminishédwas easy
to find material for the first edition ofhe Rich Get Richebe-
cause the social science journals were chock fudtuwies show-
ing economic bias in criminal justice; but as theans have
passed, with each succeeding revision of the bbbkye found
the studies decreasing in number and eventuallydling to a
trickle. At the same time, | have yet to find ajonariminology
textbook that even has an index entry on econotatasor class;
the FBI Index gives no information of the econordiass of ar-
restees for various crimes, the Bureau of Priseperts give only
scant information on the pre-incarceration econositigation of
current inmates, the Victimization Reports give sognoss cate-
gorization of victimization by household income toft course
nothing about that of the victimizers, and so on.

So we have on one hand a continuation — some tivess e
an aggravation — of economic bias, and, on the oflaed, a
diminution of studies by social scientists (notnbention an un-
broken silence among politicians and other leadabgut that
economic bias. | think that there is a lessondddarned here
about the power of ideology and the way in whichatks.

t is commonly thought that ideology is a systenfad$e be-
liefs. But | think that this is a mistaken viewoy fseveral rea-
sons. First, it is, | think, a plain fact that péeds judgments are
generally rational in light of their experience amormally cor-
rect. Any serious doubt of this flies in the faafereality, but it
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Editors...

It's a new year and time to renew your membershipSC
and the Division. Even if you just paid memberstiiges to at-
tend the November conference, the calendar yearumasut and
it is time to pay again. (Sorry, but it is not aute.) We're em-
phasizing this point because last year many peimpiot to re-
new either with ASC or the Division. Our membepsHropped
and people wondered why they were no longer reugithe
newsletter.
NEW FOR THE CRITICAL DIVISION AS WELL. If you've
lost the renewal form, there’s one on page 20ltadit and send
in. Because ASC makes up our mailing labels frbgirtDivi-
sion membership list, you will not receive the neetwsletter
(Summer 1999) unless you are paid up. Thanks.

The editors are happy to report great interesisimg the
newsletter as a publishing outlet. Most of thécks$ we receive
are unsolicited, which indicates that people regaid as valu-
able publication. Several bibliographic servicaséalso been in
touch with Stuart about indexing back issues oiir tti@tabases.
We've also received some requests to have artitlas the
newsletter reprinted in coursepacks for classrosen u

In spite of the intellectual vibrancy and interéstcritical
criminology, the division still has some financissues. There’s
a statement from Gregg (Division Chair) on the bpeke that
explains the situation. The lack of cash flow #teas the viabil-
ity of the Division’s journal as an outlet for qitg) cutting edge
critical criminology. You can help by renewing apalying dues;
by buying Collective Press books (see p 12); anojoacting on
the information on the last page about the Sustgiregram.

We hope that this issue helps demonstrate the\aldivi-
sion membership. Jeffrey Reiman shares his |dtestights
about ideology and crime, which he originally presel at No-
vember's ASC meeting at a Division sponsored parh the
international front, Anne Alvesalo writes about fireblems con-
fronting critical criminologists in Finland as thebuntry tries to
tackle the problem of white collar crime. Also, dlael Rodri-
gues talks to a Puerto Rican political prisoneruabus case.
(Many thanks to Dragan for bringing this articledor attention
and getting it to us in a form we could reproduce.)

Dragan Milovanovic also provides an excellent eplenof

So, PLEASE RENEW and REMEMBER TO RE-

constructive intellectual engagement in his respdpsan article
in the last issue by Stretsky and Lynch about reless and gen-
der. We welcome further thoughts by the originghars or oth-

ers. Ellen Leichtman shares some thoughts albeuptivileged

position of quantitative methods. Jennifer Hatteands out the
issue by writing about some early findings in hagaing study
of women, feminism and the survivalist right.

The next edition of the newsletter will be outli®e summer
of 1999. We welcome articles, poetry and lettefPdease send a
hard copy and diskette version, no longer than @&0rds (to
offer room for many voices) and specify the sofsyaord proc-
essing software being used. We ask that referebeeim the
(Author Date: Page) format with minimal use of eoigs. Con-
versations or less formal non-referenced artictesadso accept-
able, but we expect that they will still represgoalished final
manuscripts that have been subjected to spell caadkproof-
reading.

Stuart Henry can now be reached at the Departofedci-
ology, Huegli Hall, Valparaiso University, Valpasai IN 46383.
Phone 219/464 6998 or e-mail Stuart.Henry@valpo.edu

Gregg Barak, Jennifer Hatten & Paul Leighton can b
reached at the Department of Sociology, Anthroppl@mnd
Criminology, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilaniil 48197
Phone 734/487 0012. Short announcements can bbysermail
to <SOC_Leighton@online.emich.edu>

The Critical Criminology Homepage is maintained Jisn Tho-

mas. It contains more information about the dornsalong with

links to a wide variety of data, current statistilegjal resources,
political writings, teaching and mentoring infornaat, and the
Division’s parent organization — The American Sogieif

Criminology. http://sun.soci.niu.edu/~critcrim/

Division membership is available through Sarah Hatllthe
American Society of Criminology: 1314 Kinnear Rfuite 214
Columbus, OH 43212. Subscription to the newslédternon-
members is $10 yearly, available from Stuart Hemviip also
handles information about back issues.
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Division News

Nominations for Division Officers

Nominations are being solicited for the followingviBion Offi-

cers: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary-Treasurer, dneet Executive
Officers. Each position involves a two-year teridominations
can be sent to Michael Blankenship, Associate Dealtege of
Arts & Sciences, ETSU Box 70730, Johnson City, TR6 3.
TEL: 423/439-6807. FAX:
Email:<blankenm@etsu.edu>.

The deadline for receiving nominations is April 15.

1999 ASC Call for Papers

The Division on Critical Criminology seeks abstsafdr papers
for the 1999 ASC meeting, November 17-20, 1999Tiaronto.

The theme for the meeting is "Explaining and PrémgnCrime:

the Globalization of Knowledge," but submissionsaovariety of
topics relevant to critical criminology are welcaine Abstracts
of less than 200 words dealing with critical criwlimgical issues
should be submitted to:

Michael J. Lynch, Soc-107, Department of Criminglpgniver-

sity of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 33620-81@@hone: 813-
974-8148. FAX: 813-974-2803.

E-mail: mlynch@luna.cas.usf.edu

THERE IS A FIRM DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF
MARCH 31, 1999.

For further information on the ASC conference, yoay
visit the ASC website at:
http://www.asc41.com/call4paperToronto.htm
Panel forms and abstract forms are available an-lin
Panel form: http://www.asc41.com/panform.html
Abstract form: http://www.asc41.com/absform.html.

Please note, due to the growth in the annual AG@ec-
ence, new rules affecting conference participatiame been put
in place for the 1999 meeting. Specifically, epehticipant is
limited one first author presentation and one otimgrearance as
a chair or discussant.

NEW BOOK
Teenage Runaways:

Broken Hearts and "Bad Attitudes”

By Laurie Schaffnerforeword by Esther Madriz

Utilizing sociological theories of Symbolic Intetamism and the
sociology of emotionTeenage Runawaydeconstructs the com-
mon misconceptions of this widespread social probleThe
book includes a qualitative study of 26 runawaysa iNew Eng-
land shelter to assist the reader in understartti@gnultiple is-
sues surrounding runaways—from their reasons g home
to their personal experiences as teens living erstteets.Teen-

423/439-6798.

age Runawaysappeals to a variety of disciplines as well as par
ents and youth.

List Price $29.95outside US/Canada/Mexico: $36.00)SBN:
0-7890-0550-6. The Haworth Press, Inc., 10 Alitee&, Bing-
hamton, NY 13904-1580. Telephone: 1-800-HAWORTHax:F
1-800-895-0582.

Email: <getinfo@haworthpressinc.com>.
Web:http://www.haworthpressinc.com

The author may be contacted at: Laurie Schaffneivessity of
California, Sociology Department, 410 Barrows H#lB80,
Berkeley, CA 94720-1980.

Human Radiation
Experiment Information

For division members interested in state crimeestarative jus-
tice issues, the U.S. Department of Energy hadeuea website
to tell the truth about the radiation experimentparformed on
humans without any type of informed consent. Triteoduction
from the website notes: “The Office of Human RadatExperi-
ments, established in March 1994, leads the Depattrof En-
ergy's efforts to tell the agency's Cold War stofyadiation re-
search using human subjects. We have undertakentemsive
effort to identify and catalog relevant historickdcuments from
DOE's 3.2 million cubic feet of records scatteretbas the coun-
try. Internet access to these resources is a keyogbanaking
DOE more open and responsive to the American plblic
http://tis-nt.eh.doe.gov/ohre/

ASC & Critical Division
Dues Reminder

The ASC just sent out forms to renew membershisctw
run from January until December. (If you paid latethe
year to register for the conference, it is stithéi to renew.)
Please pay your ASC dues on time. Last year sewezai-
bers paid late or forgot to pay at all, or did obeck the
box for the Critical Criminology Division on the ASre-
newals notice. This meant that their names wereovenh
from the membership list and they did not receheiews-
letter because ASC prints mailing labels for ddembers
will not receive the Summer issue of the newdetter if
they have not renewed by March 31 for 1999.

Remember, this is your last bargain basement ye&5a
(dues will increase to $30 next year! See theestant by
the Chair later in this issue). Make sure you corgito get
your copy of the newsletter by renewing NOW whil's i
still the deal of the century!

Membership forms can be downloaded from the Asds
website, http://www.asc41.com/
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(Continued from page 1)

also leads to the most depressing implicationspfagressives
since if you think that people are generally iwatl and mis-

taken in their judgments you cannot be very optimigbout the

possibility of social change. Moreover, if the pkpare gener-
ally irrational, what of the social scientists? Woan they even
identify beliefs as ideological if they too, beipgople, are gener-
ally irrational?

Second, if ideology were just false beliefs, hthit would
be easier to penetrate ideology than it palpablyAfter all, cou-
pled with the general rationality of the peoplegwing a belief to
be false should open the way to contrary beligfad third, the
simple fact is that people know about economic bigke crimi-
nal justice system. Is there anyone in America,velfter months
of the O. J. Simpson murder trial, is unaware thatl. got the
best justice that money could buy? Whether onekthhe was
guilty or innocent, no one can doubt that a podemnigant with
similar evidence against him would have been luckget away
with a life sentence!

Rather it seems that people are aware of econoias; dut
they’re just not outraged about. it Economic bias in criminal
justice seems rather like the many other ways irchvhich peo-

hink of ideology, not as false beliefs,
an angle of moral vision — an angle of vision from
which the world is seen, and in light of which facts

are evaluated morally

ple get better treatment than poor folks. It's enor less par for
the course. In America some people are rich antesare poor
and that’s life and you get what you pay for, aoas.

| think that this becomes easier to understandeiftinnk of
ideology, not as false beliefs, but rather as agleaaf moral vi-
sion--an angle of vision from which the world i€seand in light
of which facts are evaluated morally.

To fix this idea (and perhaps entertain you as)weivant to
use as a way of showing the nature of ideology $loimg from
the old days of TV, when the world was black andtevhAt that
time, as some of you might have heard, there wasabrilliant
creative oddball comedian named Ernie Kovacs whib ahalay-
time TV show. On one of these shows, there wdstatet took
place in what looked like a farmhouse kitchen.tHa middle of
the kitchen, two farmers sat at a wooden table.th@rtable was
a pitcher of milk and a glass, and a bowl of orang&/hen one
farmer tried to pour the milk from the pitcher irttee glass, the
milk, instead of flowing vertically down into thdags, flowed at
a diagonal, missing the class by inches and caugalgs of
laughter in the studio and in my house. When ttherofarmer
put an orange on the table in preparation for egtit up and
eating it, rather than staying put, it rolled horizally across the
table and fell on the floor, causing further lawghn the studio
and my house. This went on until the laughter ledclife-
threatening proportions. Then, a second TV cararthe side
of the set was turned on to show how this hilarifazg had been
accomplished. What now was visible was that thenfeouse
kitchen was titled at an angle of about 15 degweesd the TV
camera and camera operator who were shooting iitgltine skit

were slanted at the same angle.

That's how ideology works!imagine that the slant in the set
represents the degree to which relationships imcaety are char-
acterized by morally unjustified domination. | domean
merely hierarchical relations or differences in powsince these
might be justified. By morally unjustified domimah, | mean
relations that are based on no more than the pofebme to
control the lives of others. Imagine that the farsnat the table
and camera operator televising them--and everhasyiewers at
home--are the members of this slanted societyolédg, then, is
represented by the fact that the members of thietyoare, so to
speak, lined up with the society so that they sesmot slanted.
Instead of relations of unjustified domination, ytfend we see the
famous “level playing field.”

More precisely, ideology is an angle of visiontthaakes
unequal relations look like relations between eguahd thus
turns their inequality into a matter of morallyelevant differ-
ences. Then, for example, if the two farmers werget into a
fight, the one on the higher side of the slantedrflwould have
an advantage over the other--but it wouldn’t benseea morally
unjustified advantage. It would look as if he justre stronger or
a better fighter. And that's generally how econoradvantage
looks in our society, namely, as if it were
a matter of each individuals’ good or bad
luck, special talents or lack of them--but
not as a form or effect of unjustified
domination.

In Marxian theory, the mechanism that
accomplishes this varies with the mode of
production. In feudalism, it is the belief
in the equality of souls before God, in conjunctieith which,
differences in power look like punishments or redgafor sins or
like conditions of the test that all must pass &b igto heaven,
but in any event as not very important comparedhto divine
judgment that all are subject to and the eternadlitimn to which
that will lead. In capitalism, the correspondingahanism is the
law, not just the law in the courts, that of courbeit also
“legality” as a governing metaphor for human rela$, seeing
people as “owners” of themselves and so on. Tiebksstows to
capitalist and worker alike the same rights to propand control
over themselves. Accordingly, they meet as twopfe®ach
equally free to come to terms with the other oretiiise to. Their
differences, the fact that one owns a factory ardhimes and
raw materials and the other owns the muscles irback, look
like natural differences--matters of good or back|but not like
unjustified domination. And the same effect speetough the
society: so that differences in wealth are not sagrforms or
means of unjustified domination, but only as mgréttelevant
differences.

but rather as

Notice in this view of things, people are not thaugh be
irrational, and their beliefs (this is a table,tth@n orange)
are generally correct. All they and we fail to se¢he real moral
angle of the playing field. I think, by the wajat this accurately
characterizes neo-classical economics of the Misiedman
variety. Not only is just about everything thabriassicists say
about the economy true, just about everything they was be-
lieved true by Marx! However, unlike Marx, the relassicists
(Continued on page 5)
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A Sitting Duck or a Trojan Horse?
Critical Criminology and White Collar Crime Control

Anne Alvesalo

The Police College of Finland
& University of Turku, Faculty of Law

To situate critical criminology in the map of pfeekd possibiliies is not of
interest to me as such; more relevant is to colatermghat is my motive for “doing
critical criminology'’. What | see as important iy rasearch on white collar crime
is to remember thilte fundamental function of critical criminologyagxpose and
deconstruct the problems of the existing systentoaldeal the limits of justice
(Barak, 1998). Other inspiring thoughts of critietholarship are those of critical
legal studies (CLS). Although CLS is marked byrditye its scholars share the
ambitionto react against many features of the role playdeMo and legal institu-
tions in modem society, and try to expose thdamlglays in facilitating domina-
tion (e.g. Hunt, 1987, Minda, 1995). For CLS, Rinie of Law is a mask that lends
to existing social structure the appearance oftilagty and inevitability
(Hutchinson, 1989).

From these starting points the study of whitacolime appears to be a
sitting duck for a critical criminologist. In fat, study white collar crimger seis
critical, because criminologists have an ethicgdamsibility to investigate the
crimes of the powerful as well as the crimes gbtheerless. Many studies have
shown that although elite deviance inflicts farexdamage to society than all street
crime combined, the reactions of the criminalgeisiystem against white collar
crime are not as intense as against street ciite&ah be seen on various levels of
contral: in legislation, policing, prosecution, liffation and in the determination
and enforcement of punishments. There are margsdacthis phenomenand
we do have a considerable amount of analyses ostaliithe stages of the law
enforcement process, and on the socio-econontighgical and political reasons
on why the “rich get richer and the poor get gii§aaiman, 1998[1979)). It seems
easy to agree on that there is a need for theatlaw in this area to be strictly and
consistently enforced (Pearce and Tombs, 1990)evdnvihere
are certain problems in beingritical white collar crime criminolo-
gist. The main dilemma, David Nelken has suggiestiglanalysis
on why the labeling approach has been neglecthd siudy of

\~Z

(Continued from page 4)

just don't see the slant, and thus everything gayis \\§
ideological! \3
Blind to the slant, economic differences in ou
society look like individual differences in fortyniée
difference in talent or strength, not like formsmeans of unjusti-
fied domination. We may envy the rich and feehgdor the poor,
but we don’'t normally see poverty itself as a foafh socially
caused victimization. Consequently, we grow acousd to the
fact that people have different amounts of weaitth get different
sorts of treatment as a result, and we feel it didnd better if this
were less so, but it is after all not that terrjlsle more terrible than
the fact that some people are smarter than othaisgat better
treatment for that reason.

If this is so, then we might wonder how it was thnathe six-
ties and seventies there was widespread recognlipsocial sci-
entists and even by some political leaders, of eson bias. And |
think that the answer is that the slant in theetgdbecomes visible
at times of social upheaval, like the Great Depoesé the 30s,

ZC0N\
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white collar crime:  that [even critical] criminglets here line up with those doing
the labeling (Nelken, 1994).

he Finnish government made a decision to fighewebifar crime in 1996

with a three-year program. Resources were alsedytardifferent institu-
tions, including the customs, execution and tanodii¢s, police and prosecution.
In the beginning of this year the program was dgtio last until the year 2001.
Finnish decision-makers began to pay attentiothite wollar crime after a period
of depression at the beginning of the ninetiesnwsheeral banks published their
unprofitable part-year reports. Several ilega aommitted by bank directors,
poliicians and businessmen were revealed (tiagicsituiesembled the U.S. Sav-
ings & Loans mess in many ways). The total cabiedfiank crisis has been esti-
mated to sum up from 7 to 16 bilion U.S. $ (otional budget for the police is ca.
0.5 bilion U.S. $ year). Allin all, there wasaig political pressure to do something
about the illegalities of the €lite, because theages were paid by thate guaran-
tee, that is, by the taxpayers. In 1993 the Mmitinteriors funded our research
designed primarily to assess the extent of whitss cdme and the amount of
losses in the cases that were sentenced. Thegudtinfrour research was that only
10 % (50 million U.S.$) of the damages that amevkrto the police and prosecu-
tor (500 milion U.S.$) are adjudgedrurthermore, oni§% of the damages and
7% of the fines that were collected were retriéeed the offenders by the state or
other victimsAlso, an estimate was presented (2.5 hillion YdBtie total amount
of damages caused by white collar crime (Laitin&eesalo, 1994, Virta - Lait-
nen, 1996). This study - called The Dark Side oh&y - with the power of
“facts based on scientific research” played itsiplagiimating the present crusade
against white collar crime in Finland.

Reforms have been made on almost all the levelficidl control, and
indeed, a lot has happened. New laws have beed passonly new criminaliza-
tions, but laws that have as their aim to makedhizol of economic crime more
effective ( e.g. the law regulating bankruptoigister of companies,
debt recovery procedure, concealment regulatioreéetauthorities
and bank secrecy). There are new positions foic gubkecutors

(Continued on page 6)
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and like the convergence of the civil rights andi-an
war movements that gave America it's own cultural
revolution in the 60s. Until such upheavals, conce
about the economic bias in the system is likelypéo
limited to small groups, such as critical crimingikts.

The author can be reached at the Department ob$ihy and
Religion, American University, Washington, D.C. 02®.
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(Continued from page 5) the condemners and appeal to higher loyaltiel lbeaatifully present in the rheto-
specialized in the field of white collar crimepiarticular, the level of investigation  ric of white collar criminals. The popular thingdo is to counterliigate and lodge
has been subjected to several reforms. The palideveauthoriies have developed complaints against the police on all possible rea@mplaints are widely used
new ways to control white collar crime. also by the ‘rank and file“ white collar criminals.

The key element of the new control policy &ttain damages and to control Although the general atmosphere appears to thednatithe control of the
white collar crime - not years after they haveiwedy bugs they are happening  elite’s crimes seems to be strict at the momesislaould ask, is tentrol of
This has meant that the culture of investigatisrthanged in cases of white collar control of white collar crime in the end more effectivantithe control itself? As
crime. As a result of these new requiremdmispolice are much more active in  Friedrichs has suggested, political pressure is ikely to be exerted to block or
their control measures. They are using more ceer@ans such as house searct derail white collar crime investigations than in convesaticcrime cases, and the
detention of suspects and seizure of their propiéityco-operation of officials has  police can operate effectively only to the extmttthey are free from political influ-
become quite routinized and relatively effectivd as a result, a considerable ence. Furthermore, will the strong and noisy adtigf the €lite’s representatives
amount of the proceeds of crime have been selaesk Tigures have been useful lead to the demand and developmentesf mechanisms outside the criminal
to the police in demanding for even more resofmcesite collar crime investiga-  justice system. If so, will those alternative maisinas be applied only to the ille-
tion. All in all, white collar criminals have befemced to face, at leastdome ex-  galities of the elite? (Alvesalo, 1998). This isavhas happened in e.g. Canada,
tent,similar kinds of reactions from the control systenthose faced for ages by where - according to Snider - the bulk of corpardtee has been eliminated
conventional criminals. through de-criminalization or de-regulation. Snidecuments ‘the systematic

| want to problematize the above-mentioned phemomim two ways.  disappearance of command and control, state-cerggrdation and the political,
Firstly, is it really so that white collar crimisah Finland have become subject to ideological and social effects of its demise” (8nit98).
control as “any ordinary criminals”. Secondly, wia the dangers in these cru- Even though there is a national program to cowfusg collar crime, the
sades against (white collar) crime? overall strategies of policing and crime preverfimas strongly on street crime.

The development of community policing and the
control of drugs are major issues in the official

R : : - strategies of the police. The new national program
he weakness of the criminal justice system in & e pevenion herdy mentons white colar

responding to white collar crime has raised crime. Furthermore, a popular theme in the field of
crime control is the NYPD model oéro toler-

demands for more powers and legal tools for the po- anceRepresentatives of the NYPD visited Finland

lice...and there lies the pitfall: mMoOre repressive . mimiow ahomens howe e

7 ] many people, and claims have been made that the
measures as the only solution to control crime. e it b aes 1

(which is actually paradoxical, because - as

Korander has pointed out - in Finland there hae/aitseen “zero tolerance” of our

N ils Christie has analyzed the possibility of ecaoanme (a concept often  streets. The crucial difference is that the maizgdchave been taken care by wel-
used in Scandinavian countries) defined as abisuitsnemy”. Suitable fare agencies, not the police).

enemies are unwanted conditions that are seeitehiedn be raised as “social The views presented in the mass media have Ipeest ablely pro zero
problems® (e.g. drugs). He claims that econonmiesci a perfect and indispensa- tolerance, with the exception of one article irsidgin Sanomat, the main newspa-
ble enemy but completely useless if taken serjdasipuse the good enemy must per in Finland (Korander, 1998). Street crimeticpéary drug related crime - has
be relatively small, it must be without great palipowerBut this enemy isagood  become the main issue in the discussions corpeitizens” security. An alarm-
one, only so long as we keep him on a rather tetahabstract level. Clearly  ing feature of this is that within the police treems to be the impression that white
exposed, he might become dangefaurthermore, Christie questions the possibil collar crime squads are now overloaded by resaamcemanpower, and the re-
ity of law and order campaigns against white cofianinals “Who has heard ofa  sources. according to the Finnish Police's Uniave beertakenfrom the uni-
society using police force against its ruler@hristie, 1986). At first sight it seems  formed police. Furthermore, there has been prassindividual police depart-
that there is, in fact, a law and order campaiginstgvhite collar crime in contem-  ments to transfer posts from white collar crimedsitback to the real police.” The
porary Finland. Examining the state of affairs nomsely, one cannot be so sure successful rates of the recovery of assets by edtiée squads have been ques-
this will continue in the long run. Firstly, théeinsified control measures of both the tioned within the uniformed police. For examplagve heard the popular saying
police and tax authorities have resulted in hemagfions against the control as well. “lie, mega-ie, statistics” been transformed intea one by a Finnish uniformed
The representatives and associations of entrefréasa reacted strongly: they are chief: “lie, mega-lie, statistics, with regardiite assets retrieved by white collar
describing the new control policies with expressidike ‘“police-state”,  crime squads
“miscarriage of justice” “political persecutiontirinecessary shaming” etc. The || tis not only the ideological and political pressuthat make me (and many
entrepreneurs’ association announced heavily indiss media that, based on their L others) question the possibility of truly effecibetrol of white collar crime.
research on the actions of tax authorities, theydwame to the conclusion that most Through participant observation | am studyiogy the different tools of the crimi-
audits had been arbitrary, included several kintiagalities and caused unneces- nal justice system - particularly criminal law +lwim white collar crime investiga-
sary bankruptcies. In fact, as a result of thenslanade by the entrepreneurs, the tion (my observations are only preliminary). In itheestigation of white collar
state’s audit unit inspected the actions of tdodiits. The result of the inspection crime caséaw is an important daily tool for the investigatdilgis is naturally the
was that the entrepreneurs claims were largelgurage. \Well-known citizens  case in all policing, but the use of law has diffedimensions than in traditional
subject to investigation have constanty madenstaiis on the unfaimess and crime. As one investigator said: “In traditiondfner investigation, the police are
arbitrariness of the criminal justice system imtlass media. Reading any of these searching for theriminal, but in cases of white collar crime they are biegydor
interviews is like studying Sykes and Matza's fgdas of neutralization all over  thecrimé. The search of the crime means that the palide tfind” the essential
again; denial of responsibility, denial of injudignial of the victim, condemnation of (Continued on page 7)
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Henry, Stuart - Milovanovich, Dragan: Constituti@eiminology.

elements of an offence. Even if the things tha happened are known, and ever Beyond Postmodernism. Sage Publications. Londan, 296
if they can be proven to be true, there stillfiesoroblem to make these elements Hulsman, Louk: Critical Criminology and the ConeaiErime. In van Swaan-

formulate the legal definition of a crime.
This naturally causes insecurity in the invegligalf the police want to

ingen, Rene (eds.): Abolitionism. Free Universibs® Amsterdam 1986.
Hunt, Alan: The Critique of Law: What's “Criticalibout Criti-

make a search of a business, or arrest a suspaften the case that even if they cal Legal Theory?. In Fitzpatrick, Peter & Hunt Algeds.): Criti-

have hard evidence of what has happened, theptasere if those obviously

cal Legal Studies. Basil Blackwell. Oxford 1987.

fraudulent actions fulfill thiegaldefinition of a crime. This not so much because o Hutchinson, Allan (eds.): Critical Legal StudieorRan and Lit-

the lack of legal expertise, but because crinamal its definitions, concepts and
doctrines are designed for other types of crinagswiinite collar crimes; even the
prosecutors and courts have difficulies in applgriminal law to white collar
crime cases. This - and the increase in comgatiged by the suspects with an
army of skilled attorneys - can easily resultéyhlice choosing to investigate only
low-evel simple crimes by crimnals who use a caswdither than a limited liabil-
ity company.

It is essential to recognize the dangers of all lawralad campaigns, includ-
ing those against white collar crime. | am not cefigrring to the risk that - in the
end of the day - the resources invested in wiite adme are used to control low-
level offences or conventional crime (e.g. by @igfirorganized prostitution as
white collar crime). The important thing to asifigether crime control techniques
as awhole are legiimated if not boosted thrdugver against white collar crime.
Furthermore, one should bear in mind - as Hennilodanovic point out - that
conventional crime control efforts fuel the engiherime. That is to sagpntrol
interventions take criminal activity to new levels investment and innova-
tion....public horror and outrage call for more @siment in control measures that
further feed the cycle. In short crime is “autojsdéself-referential) in that it is self-
sustaining through its absorption of others reastio it(Henry and Milovanovic,
1996). Moreover, they continue that modernistirdiogical research with the
production of “scientific results’, plays its prtthis circle by concretizing and
affirming reality. A Finnish example of this is tiitbe weakness of the criminal
justice system in responding to white collar crimas raised demands for more
powers and legal tools for the police, such assebéourden of proof in cases of
confiscation. In demonstrating the criminal justiggten’s failure with white collar

tlefield Publishers. New Jersey 1989.

Korander, Timo: Nollatoleranssi Poliisisoi Ongelmighe Po-
licezation of Social Problems by Zero Tolerancelskigin Sano-
mat 19.1.1999.

Korander Timo: Nollatoleranssi, Tilastojen Kelvattous ja On-
gelmien Bliisisointi (Zero Tolerance, the Incompetence of Sta-
tistics and thé>olicezationof Problems). In Oikeus v 4, 1998.
Laitinen, Ahti - Alvesalo, Anne: Talouden Varjopuérhe Dark
Side of Economy). Sisaministerid, Helsinki 1994.

Minda, Gary: Postmodern Legal Movements. New YofRress. NY. 1995.
Mustonen Kari: SPL:n Puheenjohtaja Matti Kratsinastattelu.
“Yli 500 Poliisin Virkaa delleen Tayttamatta“ (Amtierview with
the Finnish Police Unions President Matti Kratsvé® 500 Po-
lice Office’s Still Unfilled"), llitalehti 2.2.1999.

Nelken, David: White Collar Crime. In Maguire et @xford Handbook of
Criminology, Oxford University Press. Oxford 1994.

Pearce, Frank - Tombs, Steve: Ideology, Hegemahfz@piricism. Compli-
ance Theories of Regulation. In Brittish Journ@rhinology, Vol. 30, 1990.
Reiman, Jeffery: The Rich Get Richer and the PebP&on. Allyn & Bacon,
Boston. 1998 {first published in 1979}.

Snider, Laureen: The Sociology of Corporate CineDbituary (with Apolo-
gies to Colin Sumner). Paper presented at 1998A86&ting.

Sykes, Gresham M. - Matza, David: ‘“Techniques afilzation; A theory of
Delinquency*. American Sociological Review 22, 1957

Schlegel, Kip - Weisburd, David: White Collar CrirReconsid-

crime, there lies the pitfall of advancimgre repressive measures as the only soll ered. Northeastern University Press. Boston 1992.

tion to control crime

The overall suitability and success of the crinjustice system in its task —
crime control - has been questioned by criticaliadlogists. For example, from the
abolitionist standpoint the criminal justice systeitselfa social problem, and the
“Holy Trinity* (crime, criminal, punishment) way afnderstanding and dealing
with problems in society is fundamentally flawedi@rhan, 1986). There is a risk

of white collar crime crusades and research bsgahas Trojan horses for expand-

ing the totality of the repressive armory of taesBearing in mind the other un-
wanted extreme: the almost total disappearandateicentered command on
white collar crime in Canada, one however, neeatskts it the role of a researcher
to reaffirm the existing realities of the crimioatice system?

The author can be reached at: anne.alvesalo @krptiilirsi. fi
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Dislocations and Reconstructions:
Comment on Lynch and Stretesky’s “Uniting Class, Race
and Criticism through the Study of Environmental Justice”

Dragan Milovanovic
Northeastern lllinois University

Michael Lynch and Paul Stretesky, in their recesgay in

the Critical Criminologist (Fall, 1998) discuss two areas of criti-

cal scholarship: first, “the decline of Marxist €kabased analy-
sis” and, second, the importance of intersectidngemder, race
and class. My comments are more in the form of estijgg fur-
ther dialogue on the respective subjects, rathar #n attempt at
any type of wholesale dismissal of their thesisrt&@ely their
essay is a call for further refinement of crititabls of inquiry.

Their first point, resurrecting an image of a “kiog class,”
conflates an economic with a consciousness questinis nexus
is in need of re-examination in light of the conparary form of
the social formation. The concept “working classayrbe em-
ployed strategically or conceptually only in centacenarios in
an imaginary way, an “as if” manneayif it reflects homogene-
ity, uniformity, self-consciousness). But postmausociety sug-
gests that the term encompasses a variety ofaeédly consti-
tuted and often oppositional discursive subjectitiprs. Here,
then, homogeneity is an exceptional instance. Té¢egond point,
forcefully advocating the examination of intersens (e.g., the
intersections of class and race; gender is notldped), with
application to environmental issues, highlights ithportance of
complex forms of repressive practices that are rniwg@ merely
additive. Accordingly, we have at least two issheee: first, the
issue concerning when indeed an otherwise heteeagsncon-
struct (e.g., class, gender, race) attains horm@terand, sec-
ond, when homogenizing has occurred, how the vargaiego-
ries intersect with their attendant consequenGégen the viabil-
ity of the three categories at a more general atistevel of criti-
cal analysis, the strategy of “grafting” one ontaother as a
“personal preference” should shift to an analy$isaw one cate-
gory becomes dominant, subordinant, conflictualaogmenta-
tive in particular historical conditions. At anothkevel, these
very categories are in need of critique. Within tagegories, in
other words, differences exist.

Deconstruction and Reconstruction

Gender, race, and class as analytic categories hadergone
vigorous critique and deconstruction in criticalspoodernist
influenced scholarship. Butler (1990) has explaitiegl discur-
sive constructions of “gender.” What constitutesbdity in iden-

tities, she argues, is repetition (“iterable preedi’) and interpel-
lative effects (1993: 191-93, 220). Change will @@ponly when
repetition itself is undermined (“subversive refieti,” p. 147).
See also Stockdill's presentation of “queer theqfy@99). L a -
clau and Mouffe (1985) have rejected the notiofitleé working

class” (p. 167) and noted rather the existence Yflarality of

antagonisms” and of no “privileged positions.” Pogtiern soci-
ety is characterized by structural dislocations erghpreviously

articulated symbolic and imaginary constructions areaking
down; new “nodal points” are materializing, and anstant an-
tagonism of differences prevails. Antagonisms artétiply dis-

cursively constructed. Subordination is therefgrelysemic” (p.
169). The search for universalities or totalitifes, them, is out-
dated. At best, we have “contingent articulatiofys’ 98). The
notion of a homogeneous, universal “working classist be re-
jected, for the relations of production constitateplurality of
discursive subject positions whose basis reflectdiffierence
principle not sameness. More recently, Laclau (1988 noted
that the current postmodern society is marked byidening of

the field of structural undecidability” (p. 88),hHarent disloca-
tions, and new forms of temporary equilibria reviody around
the dialectic between the logic of equivalence &l logic of
difference (p. 97). Within this context, then, afices will find
only a temporary point of stability as various ird& differences
will quickly undermine any form of homeostasis. [1]

As to race, Collins (1993) has stressed the inapog of
moving away from just the “additive analysis of oggsion” and
toward how “race, class and gender function asllehend inter-
locking systems” (p. 29). Crenshaw’s (1993) analysiinstruc-
tive for it shows that within the category of “rdantagonisms
prevail. She questions the separate applicatioags and gender,
as “exclusive or separate categories” (ibid: 11d0d notes, with
a favorable nod to postmodern theory, the inteiseat nature of
subordination. Similarly, Kappeler (1995) indicatbs intersec-
tional nature of speciesism showing how race, ¢lasd gender
intersect with an ecofeminist analysis. For heines against
animals parallel crimes against women and thuseratian hu-
man rights we should develop a notion of “spedigists.”[2]

For each of these authors race, gender and clab isin-
gular is no longer the most salient characteristicunderstand-
ing the contemporary postmodern society with itsdency to-
ward “radical undecidability” (Laclau, 1996: 53}. i not that
historical stabilities do not appear, but the sedor universali-
ties, totalities and desirable end-states is rebeaf an era
passed. Rather, investigation is directed towastblically con-
tingent, relatively stabilized articulations of fasces.

Articulation of Instances
Several postmodernist influenced authors have sigdean al-
ternative direction to unilateral analysis of clagsnder and race.
For example, Hunt (1993) has argued for the natibrirelation-
sets.” A particular social relation such as clamsda be examined
in terms of various dimensions (e.g., power, instnal, ideo-
logical, discursive). For him, “the characteristiof each rela-
tion-set are identified by the relative predomiraraf its con-
stituent relations and, in particular, by whethey attern of
dominance exists” (p. 252). At another level, ofis®, each rela-
tion-set is further constituted by others that awpe certain con-
stellations. Hunt continues, “the specificity of ralation-set
(Continued on page 9)
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should be specifiable in terms of patterns of extéon between
different relations identifying whether they suppknt or con-
flict with each other” (p. 252). Collins, stressifigarallel and
interlocking systems,” has also argued that thpseificities can
be located in institutional, symbolic and indivitldacalities of
oppression. She advocates building coalitions, urataterally,
but around common causes and through the develdpofiem-
pathy especially toward people different from olwss (1993).
Crenshaw’s (1993) critical race theory notes thdtiply inter-
secting nature of subordination: “structurally” terms of over-
lapping sources of domination; politically, in tesraf discursive
practices “erasing” women of color; and represémally, in
terms of the ways circumscribed images are creaidi t | e r
(1992) has suggested the notion of “contingent ensilities.”
Rather than being situated in the debate betwessngalism vs.
non-essentialism, her position is that relativéabte, historically
sensitive political agendas can be
established as a basis of social
change; but these agendas are
subject to reflection, change, de-
letion and substitution. Chaos
theorists have offered the notion

of “dissipative structures” whicjjiilllll
offer both temporary, relative

stable forms but which show . I E—
treme sensitivity to social condt

fundamentally change the N I
“structures” to be more sensiti'
to their environment. Much «
Unger's early work (1987) o
transformational theory mak

Elsewhere, Stuart Hen

and | (1996) have offered an in fOr understanding the contem-

gration of these various threa

and suggested the notion of ct pora ry pOStmOdern SOCiety
se'with its tendency toward

stitutive inter-relational
(COREL sets) as a conceptl

tool that reflects the intersectii * radical undecida b|||ty"

nature of phenomena. CORL.

sets can be envisioned as configurations of reltigtable and
coupled iterative loops which exhibit singularitidsfurcations,

catastrophes, fractal geometrical space, nonlitesyridispropor-
tional effects, and various attractor states. Faltg Collins and
Hunt, within these COREL sets there may exist ¢ctofal or

supplemental patterns. Or, following Laclau, th€@REL sets
may be in tenuous configurations of relative sthibas the dia-
lect between the logic of equivalence and the lagidifference
plays itself out. An intersectional approach woaldo be sensi-
tive to exclusionary and closure dynamics. Crenstiawexam-

ple, has argued that “women of color are erasechwhee and
gender politics proceed on grounds that excludeverlook the
existence of women of color” (1993: 116).

Conventional positivistic and linear analysis met ade-
quately reflect these intersecting dynamics. Doifagoss-
sectional” analysis, for example, may momentardptare a dy-
namic process in movement and say little aboubuarphases of

ST

I N Y
tions. Small perturbations m! 1 1
[ S

ace, gender and class in
the singular are no longer
implicit usage of this dynamii the most salient characteristic

the phenomena over time. Similarly, regressionyamlwith its
linear logic may overlook feedback loops (iterajiosingularities
(where, for example, bifurcations and catastropimay exist),
nonlinear developments, disproportional effectecifprocal cau-
sality,” and indeterminacy (chance factors) at plagreeing that
intersections is an important dynamic, the chakerigen, will be
to show how various relatively stable configuratiaf iterative
loops are animated with effects. Instructive hexeKappeler's
(1995) ecofeminist analysis of harm indicating h@wWspeciesist
paradigm” has been historically driven by white endbminance
within the configuration of a gender-race-clasatiehal-set pro-
ducing continued subordination and a legitimatidgology re-
flective of this supremacy. Let's briefly re-examirLynch and
Stretesky’s thesis. They have shown class andirgeesections
in the production of harms in three settings (peahagement,
contaminated drinking water supplies, and the gitih waste-to-
energy facilities). An ecofeminist view might, firsndicate how
* a hierarchical “ladder of catego-

ries” (read classes) -- inclusionary
- and exclusionary -- exist which
only recently has included black
(men and women) and women
(black and white) into the ranks of
“human” and “citizen”; second,
indicate that the highest rungs are
still “manned” by white, propertied
males; third, that due to the
“compartmentalizing of violence
and oppression,” “competition be-
tween oppressions,” “differential
cooptation,” the existence of a
“multiple system of oppression,”
and the focus on singular causes
(Kappeler, 1995), that harms of
repression and reduction (Henry
and Milovanovic, 1996) continue;
and fourth, since non-human ani-
mals are still lower on the rungs,
relatively unrestrained violence
(pest management, contaminated
water, hazardous waste) in the name
of some cause can be directed to-
ward them. Thus Lynch and Stretesky’s showing efitttersec-
tion of class and race factors in the productioharins of reduc-
tion and repression could be extended to an ecafshanalysis
in indicating how those even lower on the rungsadse system-
atically harmed.

Not only do the categories appear articulatedpie- s
cific ways in context, but, at a deeper level, they categories as
unitary constructs must be questioned themselvesaking use
of the term “class” uncritically, for example, ooan easily over-
look the underlying processes of social constructi@ification
and their effects. The use of “working class,” asaaademic rei-
fication, has consequences as researchers wha usguestion-
ingly attest. Reconceptualized, gender, class,raod categories
could be seen as discursive constructions — nadtaitiding at
times their strategic value in effectuating soahhnge. These
discursive constructions, however, as Laclau hate gqonvinc-

(Continued on page 10)
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ingly argued (1985: 168-69), can be articulateeérmancipatory
as well as right wing politics. These are inherdahgers. The
precise articulation is always subject to hegematiaggles for
supremacy. We then ask, following Butler (1993)atepetitive
discursive practices “give those terms the intédllgy that they
have” (p. 148)? In answering this question, a dtrtste crimi-
nological viewpoint would see the created categods being
both cause and effect. This apparent tautologlgasatherewithal
of the hyperreal. At best, in postmodern sociaiijoing Laclau
and Mouffe (1985: 97) we have a “contingent aratioln.” Sen-
sitivity to contextualized nominational practiceswd demand
discursive usage reflective of the intersectiorthinamic, and
dialectical nature of the various conceptual catiegoof which a
researcher makes use. Critical analysis, therefoceild begin
with “strategies of subversive repetition” (Butlé990: 147; see
also Butler, 1993: chapter 3) whereby other possibliculations
could be imagined. The term “class” and “workingsd” for
many have already withered away and must be replagth
symbolic and imaginary articulations reflecting ery different
social formation than that envisioned by Karl Mand continu-
ously reified by more dogmatic Marxists.

In this context, let us briefly examine gender.n@er as
attributional, and sex as biological seems a satfemt dualism.
However, Butler (1990), in a brilliant deconstroctj and Cornell
(1998) in a reconstruction, argue that this duaigymiscon-
ceived. First, the connection between the two maatbitrary;
second, historical and cultural specificities intérgle with other
intersectional phenomena to produce particular festations of
what we mean by gender; third, gender could beebeihder-
stood as relational in character (Butler, 1990; a0y fourth, the
self-evident feeling of the category of gender aex is precisely
what has to be examined, for these categories theie where-
withal in fixed hierarchical social formations. @ell adds that in
neither the case of sex, nor gender, do we becamgeizant of
imaginary identifications, and thereby she chodkesconcept of
“sexuate being” (1998: 7). For both, doing gendealysis, or
gender law is often reification, for, in pursuirepél redress, dif-
ferences are often brought within the law of eq¢imee, a ho-
mogenizing principle that deflects developing amenmstanding
of unique being. The notion of COREL sets suggesit Cor-
nell and Butler, that differences have multipleem¢lational
specificities, and that conceptions of justice nueftect these
differences.

Deconstructing race becomes much more problenigdie
for example Matsuda'’s clarification (1996): “Whats jurispru-
dence of color apart...from the various modernist pastmod-
ernist schools is the pragmatism rooted in conguetitical orga-
nizing” (p. 24). Continuing, she states that the aklaw to fight
racism is necessary, for critical race theorises anwilling to
“stand naked in the face of oppression without ardwa shield,
or at least a legal precedent in our hands” (p. 3#ategically,
then, given the imperatives, using an “as if” not{e.g., homoge-
neous category) of race may further struggle in. [Bwt this is
also with some ambivalence: “scholars of color hattempted to
articulate a theoretical basis for using law wihdenaining deeply
critical of it” (p. 24). Here, the category of radeving historical
roots in blatant forms of oppression, must be death at a
higher level of homogeneity for social transforraaél practices.
Nomination must precede implementation. Still, @&l work

suggests that within the category of race, int¢imeal configura-
tions exist manifesting differential forms of opgs®n (see also
Harris, 1991).

Critical transformative practices, then, are ledawithin a
dialectic: on the one hand, nomination must talkeglfor over-
coming subordination; on the other, the very nomndmareifies
subjectivities providing an objectification and thasis of inter-
pellative practices. To free the imaginary domaimoi go beyond
this very dialectic, a transpraxis. Scholars whmpdy use the
categories of gender, race and classfthey were homogeneous
categories, without more, may unwittingly be accticgs to
reification. Activists who simply rely on law anttempt to bring
gender and race within the purview of formal eqyditigation
overlook the dialectics of struggle.

Related to doing gender, race, class and/or mt&oms
analysis, no, more precisely, intimately connectetth it, is the
guestion of agency. In each instance there exigdidit concep-
tions of the subject: in traditional Marxist anasyshe question
of the conscious subject and a class-for-itselfjénder analysis,
the “sex which is not one” (Irigaray, 1985); andrate analysis,
the multi-faceted, multi-conscious subject (Harrl§91). The
politics of representation and nomination often dplay the
significance of the polyvocal subject and needstorporate a
statement of the various discursive constructiond eultiple
sites of production of identities at play -- thd&centered nature,
their fictive representations, their denials, eraspyand excesses,
the privileging of some identities over others.

Conclusion

Highlighting the importance of intersections by khn and
Stretesky in their essay is well in the directidrdeveloping al-
ternative intersectional forms of analysis (se® &shwartz and
Milovanovic, 1996). The three included examplegheir essay,
at one level of generality, certainly bring out theersecting na-
ture of class and race. And certainly, at one |egwedvides valu-
able insights as to possible interventional, cdivecpractices.
However, their call for a “Marxist class-based gri,” and, by
implication, the resurrection of the notion of threorking class,”

unilaterally, without more, is a questionable dii@t for critical

scholarship to pursue. Rather, critical scholarshipuld find

greater benefit in searching for historically cagent, relatively
stabilized articulations of instances. The notidrthe “working

class” must give way to the importance of multiipic polyvo-

cality, polyvalent, dislocations, and the discontins, het-
erotopic, and heterogeneous.

But this is not despair. It is not a call for talesm, objec-
tivism, essentialism, fatalism, or nihilism. Rathdrawing from
postmodern theory we can develop “contingent usaidies,”
relatively stable political positions that are th&sis of concrete
historical actions challenging systems of subottitima This has
everything to do with the positive side to the egiey postmod-
ern society where “surpluses of meaning” prevailhere
“structural undecidability” (Laclau, 1996: 82) ibiquitous. It is
an opportunity for the development of new spaces,tlie re-
articulation of the imaginary and symbolic domaihdeveloping
new possibilities in work, family, leisure and fosrof identities
(see also Lash and Urry, 1994). It is an opporuifat: develop-
ing a new ethic, as suggested by Cornell (1998),"¢qual pro-
tection of the imaginary domain”; specifying newrfes of nomi-

(Continued on page 11)
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nation sensitive to polyvocality (Matsuda, 199&)hwerting con-
ventional forms of repetition (Butler, 1993) and fbe engender-
ing of new articulations. Simultaneously, it is awareness of
excesses that lurk within the possible — hate ipsjitrevenge
politics, political correctness, reversal of hietdes, exorcism,
“moral hate,” and schmarxism.

Notes

1. Doing gender, race, class and/or intersectiamalysis sug-
gests, for example, the polysemia involved parsidyl when

issue focused. There are many feminist approacheicél,

marxist, social feminist, postmodernist, etc.) lasré are many
“ecological” approaches (environmentalism, deep lagpo

ecofeminism, etc.). But there are also
“ecofeminisms” (Myers, 1999) with differences, j.deep ecol-
ogy vs ecofeminism.

2. Elsewhere we have developed the notion of “hasfmeduc-
tion” and “harms of repression” that cut acrosscgge (Henry
and Milovanovic, 1996).
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QUANTITATIVE VS. QUALITATIVE:
A BIASED DISCUSSION ABOUT METHODS

Ellen C. Leichtman
Temple University

| was a little disconcerted when | first enterets tield
at the bias against research that was not statigtibased. The
usual reason given was that such research, lumpaet the term
“qualitative,” was not rigorous or scientific, thittvas not objec-
tive. What | saw was a dichotomizing of researdo itwo dis-
tinct, mutually exclusive spheres: one, “quantiafi based on
science, which meant, by definition, that it wagorbus, objec-
tive and logical; and the second, “qualitative,’séa on nothing
anyone could discover, which was therefore, alsa®fnition,
soft, subjective and emotional. If any of you déetan implied
male/female dichotomy here, let me underscorehbsgé who do
guantitative analysis consider themselves to beensacholarly,
more intelligent, and more rigorous than those tHalel
“qualitative,” and are often dismissive of them. drder to be
taken seriously by the mainstream in criminal jestia person
labeled as a qualitative researcher first hasdaeehim or herself
in the quantitative arena.

But quantitative analysis implies the acceptanta qar-
ticular world view, that of Western rationalism. i hradition
holds that reality is determined by nothing outsidelf, that it is
simply what it is. This belief leads to an undemsiiag of the
world as if it consists of independently existinigjexts that can
be observed with precise objectivity.

If we agree with this world structure, “qualitagivanalysis
looks pretty weak. There is nothing universal aktuit thrives
on the particular, the biased and the individuddug, if we be-
lieve that reality and truth are absolute, and ersal, and that
science, which presupposes the oneness of trutheatity, is the
methodology that can reveal them to us, what carleam of
importance through a qualitative study? That is thmstion
asked by the quantitative analyst.

Robert Sampson gives an answer to this questiohidn
1993 article “Linking Time and Place.” While he ags with the
rationalist position, he says that statistics Heegpsd the way so-
cial scientists think and structure their questiand that, rather
than tailoring methods to a theory, social sci¢sitisfiten tailor
their theories to their methods. This has resuiteén under-
standing of the social world as a modeled constofiche latest
statistical technique. An example of this is the 0§ causal the-
ory which, Sampson says, has been found wanting. thleory
states that causality is attributed to independemiables like
gender, social class, and economic level rather soaial agents,
and that these variables have an effect on crimef bf other
factors.” Sampson contends that these variablesarenough to
understand how an event happens. For him and hiadigm of
dynamic contextualism,” it is also necessary tdude both time
and context (Sampson 1993:). As an aside, howévisrsome-
what ironic that there is a new statistical techrighat integrates
context, that of hierarchical linear modeling.

Sampson advocates a multidimensional researchegjra

that includes a complementary ethnography and &spic so-
cial observational study (Sampson 1993:437). Howeheis still
of the mindset that the important study is the gtetive analysis
as only it complies with the universal nature ddlitg. Thus he
proposes to continue using a positivist causal éaark for his
work.

Sampson’s article is a good example of what isngravith
the quantitative/qualitative split. The implied méaay of dividing
research into quantitative (or scientific) and gaéle is to label
certain studies as those that will further our klemlge of reality,
and to label other studies as those that will emlerahat knowl-
edge with stories and tales that make the hardarelseunder-
standable and human in particular instances.

But this brings us back to rationalism’s definitiof reality.
How do we know that reality is? We don't. It's assamption.
We only know that if reality is, science would bg@od way, as
far as we know today, to uncover its truths. Thatsence could
be considered a cultural expression of the imagina way to
comprehend the world through a particular worlds)em creative
endeavor (Madison 1982:77) However, the rationdliatition
understands science as definitional. It states ¢imdy through
science will we discover what reality and truthditg” are.

Three Assumptive Paradigms

| want to discuss three paradigms of quantitatinalysis. |
am using the term “paradigm” according to the megmiscov-
ered by historian of science Thomas Kuhn. He shgtd para-
digm is an achievement that is sufficiently comipelito attract a
group of followers away from other competing modéscien-
tific activity. At the same time, it is open endeohd thus leaves
problems for this new group of practitioners tootes. Para-
digms are not rejected through comparisons withwbeld, or
because of encounters with anomalies or countarines. A
paradigm is only rejected by a simultaneous acoeptaf an-
other paradigm (Kuhn 1970:77). Thus, paradigmsparticular
scientific practices that are used as models andhwiorm the
basis of the scientific tradition (Kuhn 1970:10).

Three paradigms of quantitative analysis aret, fitsat the
language of science is a reflection of reality;osel; that truth is
identified with science; and third, that knowledigemeasure-
ment. In the traditional rationalistic view, though understood
to exist independently of language and is the tadios of real-
ity, or essence, into language. Language is thicheethat is used
to transmit a thought. The value of language depenmmbn how
closely it conforms to reality. Thus, traditionadnceptions in-
volve three terms, which are referenced by threadives of phi-
losophy. Moving left to right in Figure 1, realityetermines
thought which determines language. Moving rightldfi, lan-
guage references thought which references redlibyvard the
end of the nineteenth century a shift in emphastsiwed in phi-
losophy that changed its focus from epistemolobg €tritique of
knowledge) to logic (language and symbolism). Qaas that
became central included: what is the relationsleifwben reality

(Continued on page 14)



The Critical Criminologist 14

the native speaker until he or she learns ano#tmgiuiage or visits
another culture. It posits a strong argument agdims “ideal
language” notion (Madison 1982:31-32).

Up through the 1970s, however, it was the antHompst’s
goal to study these cultures value-free, to beiensfic, objec-
tive observer. What the anthropologist did in tlastpvas to take

his/her research, often done in a

(Continued from page 13)
and language? and can thought be divorced fromubegef? If
language merely references an independent redlity, facts are
there to be discovered, independent of languagkthare should
exist an ideal language that perfectly reflectdityegdMadison
1982:24-25).

However, thefull meaning of

one language is never translats <~NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN’) foreign

language and frequently

into another. Even if one specy Reality (essence)-metaphysics $ through a translator, try to over-

several languages, one always

mains the language in which he §
she “lives.” In order to complete§
assimilate a language it is necess$
to make the world it expressg

one’s own, and one can only live ¢ thought (concept)—epistemology

one world at a time (Merleau-Por$
1962:187).

What does this mean to t$
Western rationalist concept of la§
guage as a vehicle for express§
reality? It suggests that particu§
languages only relate specific i§
pects of reality while missing othe§

that are, or may be, encompas$

Calalalal el

Figure 1

language (word)-logic

£ come prejudices and cultural condi-
2 tioning, and translate experiences
into a language considered culture-
and value-free, in other words, ob-
jective. The anthropologist had to
be both of the culture and outside it.
The result became known as “emic”
and “etic” studies, although this is
now seen as a naive oversimplifica-
tion. This led to the problem of ex-
plaining customs and beliefs that
are inherently different from those
of the West in Western scientific

AN
®
=
3
(%]

2 Science is actually a product

by other languages and CUIUIES Qupppmpmipprirprrprprprprarrrrrrrrrrererreeas Of OUr culture, although it is consid-

this is so, is it possible to have an

ideal language that will encompass all of realthich, the ra-
tionalist tradition stipulates, is fully determieain itself? This is
the idea of a universal grammar. It would uncover basic es-
sence of language and would map isomorphically oetlity.

Since language loses something in translation, citveclusion
must be that anything lost in a translation inte tanguage of
science is essentially meaningless and unnecessary.

Experience counters this. The ideas that measingivocal
and that words have precise and specific meaningsuader-
mined for anyone who has lived in another culturé lhas sought
to master it along with its language. When one abjttencoun-
ters another culture, the experience is one obdliglon and con-
fusion. It is a condition where the individual liees there are
entirely different ways of ordering the world angperiencing
life. Some of these ways may contradict beliefshotl. Others
may be quite foreign to anything we have ever thoughis is
known as “culture shock” (Madison 1982:45).

Such experiences have been explained in the wafrks-
guist Benjamin Whorf and his teacher Edward Sapimbat is
known as the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis of linguistitativity. It
states that every language is a vast pattern-systéioh differs
from other pattern-system. Within each such sysiegople not
only communicate through forms and categories, wiaice cul-
turally ordained, they also analyze nature, naticaeeglect types
of relationships and phenomena, channel their réagp and
build their consciousnesses (Whorf 1956:252).

Thus, what they are saying is that thinking andeustand-
ing are bound to language. The particular grammdrlagic of a
language analyze nature in a particular way whitkyrn, affects
the way we think and understand reality. Langudugses tboth
conceals and reveals a specific view of realityinKimg, as
Whorf puts it, follows a network of tracks laid dovin a given
language (1972:256). This organization is probatagsparent to

ered by many to be nonculturally

dependent. Translating a culture into scientifitglaage often left
a study with the feelings of flatness and unrean&sis is be-
cause the “meaningless” aspects of the languagecalidre,

those aspects that did not map into the scientdfabulary, were

not considered part of reality.
For science, the definition of knowledge is thpresenta-

tion of what reality is in itself, and its truth d&termined by how
closely it corresponds to this essential realitwoTproblems arise
from this, First, using this definition, how do wknow” that

reality is a fully determinate entity that simply itself? Science

defines knowledge as the representation of redlitycriminal
justice, this becomes the creed of “if you can&asure it, you
can't know it.” But we know, practically, that wamnot measure

reality. This is impossible. Therefore, we cannoiestifically

“know” what we claim reality “is.” This was the gotem the

positivists faced. There is now general agreentttreality can

only be approximated, never fully grasped. Thithes position of
the postpositivists.

Second, if we do not concede that there is adstdrmined
reality out there somewhere, how do we define kedgé? Per-
haps a better conception of knowledge is understgnifvVe can

then define knowledge as the ability to classifd aituate some-
thing within a context or system, as the abilitycteate taxono-

mies that delineate meaning. This is only possiithin a struc-

ture that limits its input because, as psycholoBisbin Hogarth

points out, the perception of information is notmgwehensive, it
is selective (1980:4).

We may be leading ourselves into a quagmire hevee do
not concede that reality maps isomorphically to @agticular
language or way of life, can all languages anduce#t be viewed
as equally true and yet have reality as somehovwe?0mThis

would be possible if reality were viewed as transtemtal, en-

compassing all cultures and languages. Sciencedwbetome
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(Continued from page 14)
one of many ways to view reality, one that is norennor less
real than that of other cultures.

If we change the focus from a reality that existst there”
to one that grows out of human understanding, cedtican be
perceived as ways people have devised to understentselves
and their world. Philosopher Gary Madison defin@s treative
act of understanding as “truth.” Does this meaanthhat we are
left with many different kinds of “cultural truthghat cannot be
reconciled, thus leading to relativism? To somes. y&ee, for
example, the work of philosopher Joseph Margoliswelver,
like the concept of “reality,” “truth” can be und#¢ood to be tran-
scendental.

The rationalist tradition holds, however, thatescie deter-
mines truth as only it can reveal the essence alityelt stipu-
lates that what is true becomes knowable throughptecemeal
accumulation of scientific facts, theories and modth However,
as Thomas Kuhn points out, this myth has beconfulif to
uphold. Historians have found that the closer thteigly Aristote-
lian dynamics and other views of nature that wameeocurrent
but are now discredited, the more certain they foat these
views were, as a whole, neither less scientific more the prod-
uct the human idiosyncrasy than those found todayhig
1962:2). Comparable examples in criminal justice found in
the scientific works of Lombroso, Ferri and Gorif@n the ap-
plied plane, we can point, for example, to the woflpolice re-
former August Vollmer (see Carte and Carte) andPtogressive
movement’s impact on the women’s reformatory movengsee
Rafter). According to Kuhn, we can either conceife¢hese ear-
lier beliefs as myths, which leads to the concludimat “myths
can be produced by the same sorts of methods dddfdrethe
same sorts of reasons that now lead to scientifamwkedge” or
they are to be called science, which means that¢rise has in-
cluded bodies of belief quite incompatible with tihrees we hold
today” (Kuhn 1962:2). Give these two options, histios of sci-
ence have opted for the latter, that out-of-dag®ties are not in
principle unscientific just because they have b#isparded. This
has resulted in a change of
focus for historians of sc
ence. Now, instead of tn
ing to trace science as
continuing process, whic
they have shown it is nc
historians address the i
tegrity of that scienc.
within its own time and cultural context (Kuhn:1983).

This illuminates the idea that truth is what aegivbelief
system believes is real. People will agree on vidatue only if
they share a common world system of understandihg.people
who agree with the scientist who argues that seiéacthe re-
vealer of truth are those who already subscribthéoview that
there is only one real world out there, the physiearld that is
fixed, precise and meaningful. It is explaining stihing in terms
that are already agreed upon by a particular bgjistem.

The Quantitative/Qualitative Divide

This is a major problem of the quantitative/quaiite di-
vide. “Qualitative” analysis is understood as “drigt else” in
relation to the precepts of the Western rationafistiition. All

ow do we know that reality is?

We don't. It's an assumption.

other philosophical approaches are lumped togetherfar as |
have been able to discern, criminal justice uss®hcal studies
and insights as background, has rarely addresseditierences
in approach between hermeneutics and structurgligmch was
of major research interest in anthropology in t880s), and of-
ten mistakes ethnographies for (bad) analyses.

Ethnography is not analysis. It is used as deserifgo help
explain the researcher’s hypothesis. It is oftegoimg, the basis
for further work. The problem for quantitative aygtb may be
the confusion that while the ethnographer is theeaecher, the
ethnography is not an analysis. The ethnographkes lthe eth-
nography, which encompasses not only the finishetdew prod-
uct, but also the experiences that went into tHeeaing of it.
This is called “participant observation.” This thbacomes part
of the foundation for the researcher’s hypothesisich is also
based in theory. Again this is an oversimplificat{see the work
of James Clifford). The researcher’s hypothesibased in the-
ory. A methodology is chosen for its ability touithinate that
theory. Unlike data-collection, both fieldwork aadchival work
are ongoing processes, with the researcher cohstamstioning
his or her assumptions as the work progresses cltdular rather
than linear. The quantitative researcher decidea bgpothesis,
collects data and draws a conclusion, based om#thodology
of science, as to whether the hypothesis has besgmoged or
not. The fieldworker and the historian take thahaosion, re-
draw the hypothesis and do more work.

All analyses begin with hypotheses, not just quaivétat
analyses. If we want to make comparisons, archiasgarch and
fieldwork may be equated with data collection. Assthe quanti-
tative analyst tries to take everything into acdand get data on
all the questions he or she thinks will “cover fied,” the eth-
nographer tries to look at all aspects of the sibnahe or she is
in, and the historian tries to uncover all the §aaout a situation
or time period. One major difference between thanttative
researcher and the ethnographer or historian tsthieaatter two
have come to the realization that fieldwork andadesllection
are never bias free. There are many famous artieidsbook on
this. (See for exam-
ple the works of Bar-
zun, Graff, Marcus,
Geertz, Clifford and
Goffman.) Quantita-
tive analysts cannot
accept this, as their
research would be
invalidated by such an admission. Therefore, tgyd keep as
much bias as possible out and interpret their nusnbs if they
were bias free.

The crux of bias, however, is not that it is badgood.
What is important about it is to realize that jttisat we all have
it and that it is important to acknowledge. Bramgl Mali-
nowski’'s famous diary started it all, at least intraopology.
Thus, while data collectors try to exclude theimtaunity from
their studies of people, historians and ethnograply to use
and understand theirs.

The goal for these latter researchers is undetstgra par-
ticular problem, often from a variety of perspeetyor from an
overarching theory, not disproving a given hypoigheshus, not

(Continued on page 16)
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only are the methodologies different, the typesjadstions they
ask are different. They are deeper and more semychihey do

not expect definitive answers, and rarely get thasrthe purpose
is understanding and interpretation rather thandmygroving an

hypothesis.

By its very nature, the Western rationalist triadittends to
view constructs as mutually exclusive. What thisglon the
guantitative/qualitative divide is to set up a esrof false di-
chotomies. It pits scientific concepts againstrtiogiposites. Ma-
jor examples of this are the usurpation of the ephcof
“rational” as being theirs alone, together withogus on scien-
tific rigor. This leads to the dismissal of othdnilpsophies as
“irrational” and lacking in rigor.

However, it is not the presence or absence obmati
thought that is at issue here, it is the acceptamoejection of
absoluteness. It is not the use of lack of rigat ik in question,
but the ideal of a knowable reality. The acceptahe¢ reality is
beyond our grasp, and that there are many pathartbity each
with its own insights into the unknowable, is thesjtion of the
hermeneutist. The mathematical concept of infinitith its sym-
bol, is similar. You can approach it, but you cagét there.

There is one final point | wish to make. Thera iphiloso-
phical school of thought, called hermeneutics, teteves there
are a myriad of ways to understand and interpritye Thus, if
one subscribes to this view, methodologies thathimig consid-
ered competitive actually work together. That ifyemmeneutist
would use both quantitative and structural methodgther, or
historical and deconstructionist methods, or quative and ar-
chival, depending on the hypothesis. Each methaddwvoe used
to explain part of the problem to be addressed.

My purpose here has not been to discredit thensfiee
method. It has been to point out that it is nobimtestable. It is
one way of looking at the world that has strengthd has given
use insights no other method could. However, ias the only
way, nor is it necessarily the “correct” way.

Dividing research into two categories, which setse
method and approach above all others biases résdanould
be more beneficial, might | say “real,” to includégferent meth-
ods by name, giving each its due weight, and tciclen several
types of approaches when deciding upon a reseasigrd Ra-
tionalism has made us aware of our biases andetbé to correct
for them in its search for objectivity. But it hatso locked re-
search into inappropriate approaches and desigaspwed its
scope, exemplified the trivial, tried to define cepts that needed
interpretation, and limited the type and kinds oéstions we are
allowed to ask. It has also refused to acknowletthge human
element that invariable inserts itself into all@asch. Such an
acceptance is necessary if it is to be used pehitiyCan we
compare it to the history of discretion in crimifjastice?) The
use of Western rationalist concepts has given elntdogy, has
allowed use to see past the particular, and torepass popula-
tions. The use of other philosophies underscoreptexity by
allowing us to view the world as populated by indials with
cultural belief systems and historical pasts. Mdthshould be
chosen to illuminate understanding, not to reirdottee one true
way.

The author can be reached at leichtman@worldneeatt
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In His Own Words:

An Interview with Puerto Rican Political Prisoner
Jose Solis Jordan on the Eve of His Trial

Michael Rodriguez
Northeastern lllinois University

On February 22, 1999 the trial of Jose Solis Jonddinbegin.
This interview is designed to give readers an ojymity to learn
about the man who stands to become the 16th PRarém politi-
cal prisoner. This interview was conducted in Zapul1999 for

around issues and problems involved in university We were
also part of the phone company strike and genecak wtrike
during 1998.

QOS: Can you tell us about the events leading wotos arrest
and about the day you were arrested?

JSJ: This whole situation began with the involvatnef Rafael

Que Ondee SoJaa student publication at Northeastern lllinois A, Marrero.* It seems Rafael A. Marrero is workifay the FBI

University.
QOS: Can you tell us about yourself?

JSJ: Currently, I'm a professor at the UniversityPaerto Rico
(UPR) in the College of Education. | teach coumeshe history
of education in Puerto Rico and also the sociolmiggducation.

| was born in Old San Juan, Puerto Rico to a anififam-
ily. This meant that | had an opportunity to trateimany differ-
ent places while growing up and attend both privatd public
schools throughout Puerto Rico. While in high sdteogroup of
students and | embarked on a campaign to get thetdPRican

as an informant and now is the key government \sgreggainst
me. Apparently he was, and has been, and contiioules on a
campaign to impact in a negative way the Indepecelenove-
ment. He does not nor does anyone else have tlaeibapo de-
stroy the Puerto Rican Independence movement whatre in

Chicago or in Puerto Rico. His goal was to brirgvd the

movement or at least create dissent in it. Toycaut his goals
Rafael A. Marrero bombed a military recruitment teerin Chi-

cago on Dec 10th 1992. He hoped his actions worddte a
spring board for subsequent repression’'s agaiedPtierto Rican
Cultural Center, community implemented programg£lagimente
High School, and the gentrification of the PuerioaR commu-

flag to fly at our schoo!
Prior to our efforts the onl
flag flying was the U.S. flag
After a yearlong struggle w
finally won. When | gradu
ated from high school tF
dynamics of UPR were vel
heated and politicized aroul
the issue of Puerto Rico.
For these reasons n
parents didn't encourage
to go to UPR feeling | woul
get into trouble. Instea

they convinced me to stuc the United States
abroad. | went to study i

was arrested by twenty or more FBI
agents dressed like commandos.

It was a very militarized arrest... to in-
timidate me and to send out a message
to the Puerto Rican community. It stated
to Puerto Ricans that this is what hap-
pens when you dare to confront the re-
gime of colonialism in Puerto Rico under

nity.

On Thursday, No-
vember 6th 1997 in Old
San Juan, | was arrested by
twenty or more FBI agents
dressed like commandos.
They blocked the streets
on both ends and there
were many cars in front of
our house. It was a very
militarized arrest. The rea-
son for this, | feel was to
intimidate me and to send
out a message to the
Puerto Rican community.

Texas at (TCU) Texas Christian University. Lateeturned to
Puerto Rico and began teaching in the public scepstem.

| then came to the University of lllinois in Chaagme-
Urbana to get my doctorate degree in educatiorf8v1 After |
graduated | began to teach at DePaul Universitgn fi®91-95.
In 1995 | returned to Puerto Rico to teach at UPR.

| have five children. My oldest son is a gradusttedent at
University of lllinois in Champagne-Urbana and mydest
daughter is in her third year of pre-med.

| also have a son who is a junior in high schaatiaughter
sixth grade and another in second grade. ReturuinBuerto
Rico allowed the children to be raised with famédpd loved
ones.

I'm part of La Asociacion de Professores Pueoanos
Universitaro (APPU), which translates into the RoadRican As-
sociation of University Professors. This organaatiworks

It stated to Puerto Ricans that this is what happémen you dare
to confront the regime of colonialism in Puerto &Riender the
United States. It seemed like they wanted me talgag with
their little campaign. When | didn't go along witteir campaign
they had to follow through with the arrest and atdine.** |
subsequently found out at one of my hearings thatRBI had
done a physiological profile of me. The resultofpably to their
surprise] stated that | was an academic, a baginale guy, ob-
viously Pro-Independence, a father of five and sband.
Principally, my arrest and indictment was basedhenword
of Rafael A. Marrero. As | said before Marrero ¢zdrout a
bombing and is now the government witness agaiestMarrero
confessed to the bombing and since then has receaunity.
Since my arrest there has been a barrage offgdsnanipu-
lations to put more pressure on me. | was latfrined there
(Continued on page 18)
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was a possibility of making a plea bargain if | Wwbstate | was
guilty. 1 was not under any circumstance goingay kwas guilty
for two reasons. First, | would not admit guilt fa crime | did
not commit. Second, | would not criminalize theuggle.

Now we are in a position of pursuing our defensdigbt the

fight in court. The trial begins with the Jury Salens on Febru-
ary 22, 1998.

QOS: How are you feeling going into the trial?

JSJ: | feel real optimistic about the trial. Albag | wanted this
trial to become an opportunity for us to educatepte There is
nothing | would like better than to turn the cooom into a
classroom. | think we are going to be able to lut.t What |
mean by that is that the case of Puerto Rico'sn@lstatus will
be made. Along with the trial the case of the RuBican com-
munity in Chicago will be made around the issuegaitrifica-
tion and the use of counter-intelligence progragsirst Puerto
Ricans. This gives us the opportunity to educ&epfe outside
the Puerto Rican community on a broader scale.

Also what is making me feel good is the suppoe Ire-
ceived from student organizations such as Que Ofdé® and
the people in the Puerto Rican community in Chicago

In Puerto Rico, | have received support from laboions
and academic organizations as well. What that dogsencour-
ages, energizes and nourishes the human spiribriincie the
struggle. As my close companero Jose Lopez 3ald have
reason on our side and the right is on our side,ntloral argu-
ment." The government has the political power bairt side.
That then means we must be judicious, on guardcéemt on
how we defend this case.

My family is very strong and | have a wonderfufevivho
is my companion. Our kids are strong though itgeisy difficult
to contemplate their father being the next politipasoner. We
talk about the possibilities that can happen bielps having a
loving family to deal with moments in history likkis in a per-
sonal and professional way.

QOS: Is there anything else you would like the ezad know?

JSJ: We must continue to be firm in demandingettearceration
of the 15 Puerto Rican political prisoners. Thitoulkis trial one
can witness the oppression of the Puerto Ricanplenléence
movement. No matter what we must not lose sightheffact
that the struggle must continue.

We must continue to work against elements thatldvbke
us to disappear or be destroyed. Also the spirthis struggle
must be generated out a love for ones people andfraohatred
of other people. | think that at times repressietions tend to
fuel in us hatred, and I've always thought hatseahdt a good
motivator because it creates obstacles againsbetier judge-
ment. Better judgements can be made in a strugltse spirit
is founded in love. That's not a semantic twisthoganings or a
manipulation of words. It really means you can fighvery pow-
erful fight in whatever way out a love for somethiand not out
of a hatred. So when we decide to do somethingheeld think
very carefully about what our motivations are.

| always recommend at any time we engage in skesgg
whether by student organizations or individualstudent organi-
zations, whatever concerns or criticisms are broughby the

group, that we be careful about that which we artcizing.
Does it serve to divide us or does it serve todotia together? If
it serves to divide then we should question it ftake If it
serves to bring us together then it is somethingveok for.
These are things that need to be thought out aggosee in my
case. Now many have learned and are learningdihsive tac-
tics are usually tactics employed to hurt the goktsi of a strug-
gle moving forward.

QOS: What can people do to support you?

JSJ: My case, the USA versus Jose Solis Jordaot jsist about
me. Granted its me at the individual level whohis €xample for
the moment of a whole history of struggle. Witkatttin mind,
what we can do is educate people, so then the mesemes a
springboard for the people to talk about the issfeplonialism,
gentrification, and education in the Puerto Ricammunity.
Support the Puerto Rican Cultural Center, and supghs com-
munity in forging a democratic education at Clemeettigh
school. We should support the development of PBseicua. It
is our space to be preserved and developed byubadPRican
community.

Bring classes of students and your family membensit-
ness the trial because having a full courtroom send a power-
ful message. My focus is on the question of edowaand of
people letting the government know that they aiadgeatched.
Let the government know you are watching cautioaslg care-
fully to how this case is being handled.

The government knows it is a political case, whidgh be
dealt with and will be defend as one.

The author can be reached at: Michael RodriguezidJiNorth-
eastern lllinois University, QUE ONDEE SOLA, 5500 [St.
Louis Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60625.

* Rafael Marrero was an F.B.l. agent provocateuo wiorked at
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center from1987 to 1995.

** pProf. Jose Solis Jordan was charged with in arfmount in-
dictment with conspiracy, possession of explosiees] destruc-
tion of government property.

To support companero Solis, please send your tariwn to the
Jose Solis Jordan fund c/o the Law Offices of Jexhe&§ 434 W.
Ontario-Suite 400, Chicago IL 60610.
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Women of the White Supremacy Movement:
Exploring Issues of Gender and Feminism

Jennifer Hatten
Eastern Michigan University

Critical criminologists have a tough time seriguasinsidering conven-
tional, mainstream social developments to whicli #ite opposed; they
are more content to expose their contradictionsodrisy, and lack of
humanity, care and compassion. Even more diffeftir us is to under-
stand extreme right wing social developments. d?#ne problem here is
that taking these movements seriously, involvesdeging, albeit for the
purposes of criticism, some of their members' antiifferences, strug-
gles and disagreements. Doing this may give segreel of legitimacy to
an enterprise to which we are wholly opposed.

However, | believe that without engaging in sucteanstanding prior
to analysis, we may ignore significant transforameiin these movements
that might ultimately lead them to become stroagereven more widely
appealing. In the spirit of attempting to undexdthetter that which we
confront, | first explore some
recent developments that han( -~
occurred within the White

involve a critique and co-
optation of feminist issues.
then turn to how feminists
critical - criminologists might&
respond to this developmeN>7
with the aim of setting in mo-

tion a counter force within or at
least around the White Supremacy Movement.

Women and Divisions within the White Supremacy khev

Although there is a low level of female relatiwariale involvement in
the white supremacy movement—women account forthess 10% of
right-wing extremist group affiliation—specific reément tactics are
being utilized to increase and sustain femalecgation. Although there
is an expanding amount of scholarly research emgfarextremism, there
is relatively little discussion about the involvernef women, let alone this
new recruitment initiative. The small amount fréiture available on the
topic offers some explanations for the lack of ferimvolvement. These
are frequently based on stereotypical assumpttomgt ¢he character of
women. For example, women are perceived as predtigipassive and
caring; therefore, the Movement's organizationeblabies would not
appeal to them. Furthermore, the noticeable absafncredibility and
advancement opportunities for women in such grotgestes additional
explanations for the lack of female involvementafTis, many women
would not voluntarily join an organization thatusgs to respect their opin-
ions.

Organizers of the movement are beginning to utathelthe impact of
this disrespect on female involvement. It is tieaethe feminist perspec-
tive offers a theoretical framework for analysige ideologies to which
white supremacist women subscribe become secdoddigy sexist hier-
archical powers that they are trying to overcoi¥men who subscribe
to racist doctrines feel marginalized by the prédante of male organiz-

ers in the movement. These women argue that thermnt is exclu-

sively characterized by a male perspective, thgihdres women's voice
and issues, and that the organizational goals lpeirsyied reflect male-
defined standards, especially those conceringexioas that the proper
role for women is raising ‘racially conscious” dnin. For example,
Nancy Jensen writing on the Internet criticizes"heale comrades” for
dominating white women. Jensen argues, "savingaoaris important for
both white men and women, not just white men. Aiyan ideal is to

allow people to follow their destinies and usetti@r talents to advance
mankind, and to force women to deny their natwsaires to pursue inter-
ests other than childbearing is unAryan.” Jerseritical of white men

who refuse to accept that white women can do raregrocreate, urging
them to understand the importance of the womde'arthe movement.

Acknowledging such complaints, many leaders inathite suprem-
acy movement are creating specific branches desigraldress the con-
cerns of women. The World Church of the Creato€QVC), for in-
stance, has created the Women's Frontier. Thistbiaf the church is
dedicated to the recruitment and support of fefolidevers. The goal is
to recognize the value and intelligence of womethénmovement. Al-
though the WCOTC values the opinions of womenclthech requires
women to disavow the
"Jewish feminist concept
of womanhood." Specifi-
cally, white women "shall
create and build a world in
which the Laws of Nature
are understood and fol-
lowed, with the recogni-
tion that men and women
are not "equal" but each
have their own roles to
carry out as part of Na-
ture's Eternal Plan.” The
Women's Director, Lisa
Turner, is presently recruiting female leadersldoal chapters of the
church. Turner is also in the process of estatajsiecruitment and sup-
port outlets for females. For example, she hablssted an Internet e-
mail exchange for female participants (or thoserésted in joining the
Movement).

Tom Metzger of the White Aryan Resistance (WAR)dlao changed
his position on female involvement. In the WAR idfebtatement,
Metzger urges followers to breakdown artificialrigss (allegedly created
by Middle Eastern and Asiatic gender ideals) toléffmmale unity."
Metzger states, "The Right Wing or conservativeenmnt and the racial
elements there of, have perpetuated some veryiveegtitudes These
positions have caused, in part, the political flitmany capable women,
into the arms of leshianism and race mixing." Atpef the WAR state-
ment maintain that there are certain differencvgdas the sexes. Unlike
WCQOTC, however, Metzger is not opposed to femaleliement in
physical combat. Metzger argues that the Jewitbhhas tainted the Ar-
yan man's opinion on the physical ability of wiseman. "Historically,”
states Metzger, "women have been proven to be lgeetsrs, warriors,

(Continued on page 20)
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thinkers, and scientists."

In a similar manner, White Nationalists have esat specific section
for female supporters entitled Women for Aryan W(itV/AU). Organ-
ized by two women, the division addresses issuasenang women in
the movement. Specifically, women are provideorinétion on the im-
portance of activism and comradeship. They wamnevoof the false
ideas, supplied by ZOG (Zionist Occupied Governjaamt other power-
ful non-whites, that fool women into believing atmor and race mixing
are good. Similar to many other right-wing orgatiins, WAU argues
that women are needed in the home. The womamangiesponsibilities
are seen as supporting her spouse and raisintiy ragigscious children.
They assert that women who believe otherwise amlgadbecause they
have been emasculated by society (rather thamialrdgsire to compete
with men). Nevertheless, WAU condones femalegigation in survival-
ist training and midwifery (only after accomplighithese goals should
women pursue higher education).

White racists from various right-wing organizatidnave united to
create an Internet site for single whites of thaosjte sex to meet. Articles
directed toward white women and mothers are alsitable from the site,
such as one pertaining to careers for white wonfechveffers advice on
choosing a compatible career as well as listingetarthat benefit the

white race (i.e., law, law enforcement, real estatean resources, etc).

Likewise, numerous articles are provided for whitgthers. Topics in-
clude the dangers associated with the televisiogrgm "Sesame Street”
and the importance of home schooling.

Recognizing that the lack of female involvementdéis successful
growth of the movement, many of the right-wing oigations have
started to approach the issue. Although the &stdngly disavowed by

M

the vast majority of supporters, a version of arftrideology is subtly
emerging within the movement. Many of the whitgrsmacist organiza-
tions believe the primary roles of women are intthme; nevertheless,
they have adopted a liberal feminist approach toramodate female
supporters. Specifically, they are willing to mesture the organizational
ideals to allow more advancement opportunities viomen. The
WCOQOTC, for example, believes the lack of femaldiqiaation can be
corrected by assigning women to leadership pasition

Alternatively, other organizations are co-optingae radical feminist
perspective by challenging the gendered-constrtitie movement. The
leader of WAR, Tom Metzger, argues that non-wititege distorted the
image of white women from capable warriors to ebiat white women
are fragile. Though differences between the sexiss women are not
incompetent to the struggle. He urges men paatiicgpin the movement
to breakdown male definitions of proper female saded behavior.
Women, free from patriarchal encompassment, willesthe movement
with their intelligence and strength. The rolesvofmen are expanding in
his and similar organizations. They are partirigah ceremonies and
undertaking responsibilities that were once fosaid women. They are
becoming warriors, fighting for the Aryan cause.

any of the white supremacist organizations believe

the primary roles of women are in the home;
nevertheless, they have adopted a liberal feminist ap-
proach to accommodate female supporters.

The Significance of Critical Feminism

As critical feminists, what are we to make of ¢hésvelopments? Itis
clearly not enough to simply dismiss or ignore gearin social move-
ments, however repulsive their members' thinking Ipeeto critical femi-
nist sensibilites. Without understanding of therges taking place
within such organizations, critical feminists maylyospeculate on the
significance of expanding female participation #eladoption of femi-
nism. As gendered definitions of “proper” femattes are slowly re-
placed by beliefs in gender equality, female pation rates are likely to
increase—though the level of magnitude is not g&rdhined. Further-
more, feminist perspectives propose enlightennmehiaceptance. Will
the adoption of feminism modify, even eliminates theology of hate
such groups are advocating? | believe that teesernething important
changing here. As a critical feminist, | findnifgressive that some of the
most conservative groups are incorporating femitiésilogies into their
organizational belief system. More importantlyg tiotential impact of
increased female participation and the incorparatiofeminist perspec-
tives may lead to the demise of such organizations.

The author may be reached at: hatten@online.endich.e
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From the Chair

As of the end of December, 1998, the division neeship was 323, a small
increase of some 20 persons since the ASC maefigs this past November. |
would also like to inform you that the ballot anegdhe division constitution to
raise the dues to $30.00, effective in the yed, 2@8@sed by a vote of 72 to 29,
surpassing the necessary two-thirds vote.

Once the new dues kick-in, the division should beposition to financially
support and resume publication of@niical Criminology: An Intemational Jour-
nal. With respect to the unpublished ‘double isatiempts are currently being
made to publish it in other venues. In the mea) there is stilthe Critical Crimi-
nologistthat you are holding in your hand. Publishea thimees a year, this divi-
sion newsletter with the think pieces and esselysl@tl in each issue make it more
like a"magazine" than a newsletter.

As many of you are aware, the journal has coner findncial stress as a
result of our membership not electing to assigagindassroom book orders from
The Collective Press, which has published antiesidiyi the membership as well
as the journal. Since the "volunteer" approaekidption did not materialize, the
thinking of those on the Steering Committee asasediome 50 persons in atten-
dance at the last business meeting was to rahaethieo cover the costs of publish-
ing the journal and meeting other expenses ofvised At present, however, as
many of you are aware, Brian MaclLean and DawneCharie personally gone
into debt to the tune of $4000 on the faith thepiimhs would pick-up. Now then,
as one means of reimbursing Brian and Dawn, (ileasene a Critical Criminol-

ogy Sustainer and when you fill-out the form, ginapite in their names after your
address and before the address of the ASC.

We are also in the middle of nominations for ididig\wards and Elections.
With respect to the awards nominations, pleasaatddgncy Wonders, Awards
Committee Chair, at nancy.wonders@Nau.edu. Vegieoeto officer nomina-
tions, please contact Michael Blankenship, Electi@mmitee Chair, at
<blankenm@etsu.edu>.

There are also hominations for ASC awards artibefegoing on until the
end of this month. Jeff Ross, a division menrbbging nominated for the Execu-
tive Counselor and needs the support of at leysbie persons. You can mail
your letters on his behalf directly to the ASC3&ieah Hall, 1314 Kinnear Rd, Suite
214, Columbus, OH 43212. Please cc a copy ®Rqgeff, 2447 Tunlaw Rd, NW,
Washington DC 20007.

Finally, with respect to the meetings in Toroaterlthis year, there is stil
time to submit abstracts and to organize sessidiehalf of the division. To do so,
please contact Michael Lynch, the Division LiaiBanson to the Program Com-
mittee for 1999, at <mlynch@luna.cas.usf.edu>t yieas, the division had a high
profile with many critical sessions. Let's maliette case in 1999 as well.

Gregg Barak
Chair of CC
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